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Highlights from the 5th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum

On 23–24 November, more than 150 active and engaged young people, youth workers 
and policymakers came together online for the 5th Eastern Partnership (EaP) Youth 
Forum. Joining the representatives from the European Commission (EC), participants 
from the European Union (EU) member states and EaP countries gathered together.

The Slovenian presidency of the Council of the EU organised the Forum in cooperation with the European 
External Action Service, the EC and the SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre. Planned 
with the EaP initiative’s post-2020 priorities in mind and designed as a virtual side-event of the EaP 
Summit (which took place on 15 December 2021), it was titled ‘Youth participation in democratic 
processes’.  

This year’s EaP Youth Forum was centred around establishing an 
inclusive environment to ensure the meaningful participation 
of young people in democratic processes. Youth involvement 
in political, social and economic systems is an essential 
element of citizenship and greatly strengthens effective 
and sustainable socio-economic development. 

The main outcome of the Forum will be a set of 
recommendations for comprehensive and inclusive future 
youth policies. This is being developed from the discussions 
held during four thematic workshops with the participants, 
and the recommendations will be taken into consideration by 
the EC, EU member states and EaP governments.

The participants of each edition of the Forum develop 
recommendations like these. Those from the 5th Forum will be 
available soon, but in the meantime it is a good moment to 
take stock of the achievements of the four previous Youth 
Fora. 

If you’d like to watch the proceedings or find out more 
information, please go to the   EaP Youth Forum webpage.

https://euneighbourseast.eu/news-and-stories/publications/eastern-partnership-youth-forum-shaping-the-joint-vision-for-eu-eap-cooperation/
https://euneighbourseast.eu/news-and-stories/publications/eastern-partnership-youth-forum-shaping-the-joint-vision-for-eu-eap-cooperation/
https://www.eap-events.eu/ehome/5th-eap-youth-forum/200542146/
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EU4Youth scholarships for EaP citizens admitted to the
College of Europe in Natolin  

The scholarship covers tuition fees and full board and lodging on campus. 

          The dealine for online applications for the academic year 2022–2023 is 19 January 2022.

 Find out more about the admission

WHO CAN APPLY, AND HOW?

Citizens from EaP countries that have already been admitted to the College 
of Europe in Natolin, European Interdisciplinary Studies, are eligible.
The offer is addressed to both university graduates, and those expected to 
graduate this academic year. There is no age limit. Candidates are expected 
to hold a master’s degree or its equivalent (240 ECTS credits). They should 
also be fluent in English and have at least a working knowledge of French. If 
an applicant is fully fluent in one of the two languages, and can demonstrate 
at the interview that they are on course to attain a B1/B2 level in the other by 
the start of the academic year, they may receive a conditional offer.

The admitted candidates from the EaP countries will automatically become 
eligible for the EU4Youth scholarship, and the choice will be made based on 
the final score for the respective interviews.

As part of Phase III of the EU4Youth programme, postgraduate 
students from EaP countries accepted for the European 
Interdisciplinary Studies at the College of Europe 
in Natolin can apply for full scholarships for the 
academic year 2022–2023. 

Co-financed by the EU and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania, this additional 
scholarship scheme aims at enhancing mobility 
in higher education and fostering sustainable links 
between young graduates and professionals from 
the EU and the six EaP countries.

https://www.coleurope.eu/admission
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EU4Youth Alumni network: a new phase means new faces

Following a call for applications, the new phase of the EU4Youth Alumni Network has been launched. By 
volunteering to engage with disadvantaged young people in their local communities, the participants 
will be expected to apply all their experience and enthusiasm.

A total of 88 young people have been selected, 15 from each of the EaP countries (except Belarus) and 
13 from Russia. The large majority are newcomers, joining a few alumni from the previous cycle who 
decided to remain active members of the network also during the new phase.

The members of the Alumni Network will:

implement and develop local initiatives (individually or in teams) for groups of at least 10 
disadvantaged young people in their community;

work with mentors – professional youth workers from the same country as them – to learn 
how to effectively implement their local initiatives;

participate in a series of events, thematic workshops, networking meetings and IdeaLab 
sessions;

further develop their skills by actively participating in Alumni Network activities.

The alumni have already started engaging with the potential 
beneficiaries – the disadvantaged young people the initiatives 
are designed for. The next step is working with their target 
groups to plan the activities for their projects. These will all 
be based on ideas generated during the IdeaLab sessions.

 Read more about the Alumni Network

https://euneighbourseast.eu/projects/eu-project-page/?id=1609
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Strengthening youth policy:
EU4Youth is organising round tables in the EaP countries

The EU4Youth – Youth Engagement Roadmaps project is organising a series of 
round tables in all six EaP countries. It began in Armenia in November 2021 and will 
end in Ukraine in late January 2022. 

The round tables, which are designed to follow up on those held in late 2020 and early 2021, aim at 
taking stock of current achievements, reviewing the state-of-play in youth policy in EaP countries, 
and identifying the best way forward for 2022. Working with government ministries and agencies, 
youth organisations and international development partners, these events focus on how to further 
promote meaningful youth participation in society and the economy by fostering young people’s active 
engagement and employability.

The first event in the series of round tables on strengthening youth policy took place in Yerevan, 
Armenia, on 29–30 November.

The meetings and workshops of the round table resulted in a 
series of recommendations concentrating on: 

the need for stronger coordination among civil society 
organisations, donors and public authorities; 

the importance of youth democratic structures, such as 
student and pupil councils and youth advisory bodies; 

better coordination between international 
development partners and initiatives;

diversifying the beneficiaries receiving various 
forms of support; 

exchanging best practices between Armenia 
and the EU;

support for youth centres.
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The second round table took place on 13–14 December in Baku, Azerbaijan. During the meeting, Deputy 
Minister for Youth and Sports of Azerbaijan highlighted career orientation and guidance, recognition 
of non-formal skills and support for rural youth as priorities for the Ministry as part of the new state 
programme 2021-2025. Among other priorities, the Youth Foundation of Azerbaijan addressed the need 
to further expand the work of youth career and development centres, offering short-term qualification 
courses for young people. 

In its turn, EU4Youth programme will continue its support moving towards more youth-oriented career 
orientation and encouraging actions to enable young people in Azerbaijan to develop an entrepreneurial 
mindset.

The round table in Georgia concluded the series of events in 2021. It was held in Tbilisi on 16–17 December.
Current youth policy priorities and planned initiatives in Georgia were discussed, as were the outcomes 
of the EU4Youth  programme’s youth dialogue, youth employment and youth social entrepreneurship 
activities.

Stories from EU4Youth grant projects

Alexander lost his job – then EU4Youth 
helped him launch a successful business in a 
frontline village.

Read more

The EU4Youth project launched an Idea Bank –
the first digital platform designed to connect start-
up social and green entrepreneurs from the South 
Caucasus region with potential investors. 

Read more

Three friends in Georgia had a dream 
business idea – a socially responsible 

company selling healthy apple snacks. 
EU4Youth helped them make it come true.

Read more

https://euneighbourseast.eu/news-and-stories/stories/launching-a-successful-business-in-a-frontline-village/
https://euneighbourseast.eu/news-and-stories/latest-news/eu4youth-first-regional-portal-to-support-young-social-and-green-entrepreneurs-from-georgia-and-armenia/
https://euneighbourseast.eu/news-and-stories/stories/three-friends-in-georgia-had-a-dream-business-idea-eu4youth-helped-them-make-it-come-true/
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An educational programme on how to establish 
youth councils has been launched in Ukraine. 
A collaboration between youth NGOs and 
international partners, the project is being 
implemented by the NGO Youth Platform with the 
support of Hanns Seidel Stiftung Ukraine and the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports in partnership with 
Youth Capital of Ukraine. 

Youth policy developments 
  ...in the EaP region

In Armenia, the Programme of the Government of the Republic of Armenia (2021–2026) was 
adopted on 24 November. It includes a number of activities related to young people, and plans to:

prioritise youth centres/environments and allocate separate budgets to establish two youth 
centres every year;

allow young people to discover their potential by encouraging their participation in public 
life and in nation-building in general;

create the conditions and promote the mechanisms required for socialisation, self-realisation, 
engagement and growth;

enhance socio-economic and cultural life of young people.

ARMENIA

In Georgia, online consultations with young people, youth organisations, youth workers and other 
actors involved with the National Youth Strategy 2025 are taking place. Alongside this, local youth 
policy strategy and action plans have been adopted in three municipalities, and massive open 
online course on youth policy has been launched by the Youth Agency.

A study on the ‘Needs and Challenges of the Youth at the Municipal and Regional Levels’ has been 
released. It addresses the rights, needs, challenges and interests of young people in Georgia. 
Read more

GEORGIA

UKRAINE

https://www.facebook.com/platforma.molod/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX3JG5svZg02HhJQadI7wvekKIAFNpjPkQ14rrQ2bKqN0Rca6nGqazhysvD8UILiSNYUWlMnFnIb95sEPQX1VLuv5nK5u54NSGVipY6sr282ybRESnzZ2bffxBMpUcJ5COnZqg52Ko6RVSgql_q03sUQRjhV6ZaYilUs3RvnXGtmQ&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hsskiev/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX3JG5svZg02HhJQadI7wvekKIAFNpjPkQ14rrQ2bKqN0Rca6nGqazhysvD8UILiSNYUWlMnFnIb95sEPQX1VLuv5nK5u54NSGVipY6sr282ybRESnzZ2bffxBMpUcJ5COnZqg52Ko6RVSgql_q03sUQRjhV6ZaYilUs3RvnXGtmQ&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/minmolodsport/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX3JG5svZg02HhJQadI7wvekKIAFNpjPkQ14rrQ2bKqN0Rca6nGqazhysvD8UILiSNYUWlMnFnIb95sEPQX1VLuv5nK5u54NSGVipY6sr282ybRESnzZ2bffxBMpUcJ5COnZqg52Ko6RVSgql_q03sUQRjhV6ZaYilUs3RvnXGtmQ&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://mooc.youthagency.gov.ge/
https://southcaucasus.fes.de/news-list/e/needs-and-challenges-of-the-youth-at-the-municipal-and-regional-levels-georgia
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  ...in the EU

In December, the EC named 2022 as the European Year of Youth: ‘Europe needs the vision, 
engagement and participation of all young people to build a better future, that is greener, 
more inclusive and digital.’ The proposal is designed ‘to give young people more and better 
opportunities for the future.’ 

The European Year of Youth will be developed in close cooperation with young people and youth 
organisations. The first concrete step was taken in October. An online survey gathered together 
suggestions from relevant people and groups around Europe and detailed their expectations. 
The full programme of activities and further information on developments are available on the 
Youth Portal. 

  Read more: Commission welcomes the political agreement on the European Year of Youth 

  The European Year of Youth online survey

European Year of Youth 2022 

The EU Youth Strategy strives to “ENGAGE, CONNECT and 
EMPOWER” young people so that they realise their full 
potential and become active citizens. At the end of 2021, 
what are the results of this strategy?

The EC recently published a report assessing the first 3 
years of the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy. 

Report on the EU Youth Strategy (2019–2021)

The third and final EU Youth Conference of the 8th Cycle of the EU Youth Dialogue, ‘Europe 
for Youth – Youth for Europe: Space for Democracy and Participation’, took place in Maribor, 
Slovenia on 26–30 September 2021. The participants formulated a set of recommendations 
based on the outcomes of the previous two conferences and the results of the qualitative and 
quantitative research conducted during the Cycle.

Joint recommendations of the 8th Cycle of the 
EU Youth Dialogue 

https://europa.eu/youth/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6648
https://europa.eu/youth/news/european-year-youth-online-survey-results-are-out_en
https://europa.eu/youth/news/european-year-youth-online-survey-results-are-out_en
https://europa.eu/youth/strategy_en 
https://europa.eu/youth/strategy_en
https://europa.eu/youth/d8/sites/default/files/inline-files/1_EN_ACT_part1_v3.pdf
https://europa.eu/youth/strategy_en
https://irp.cdn-website.com/66e920f6/files/uploaded/EUYC-Joint-recommendations-of-the-8th-Cycle.pdf
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News from EU4Youth strategic partners

   EaP Civil Society Fellowships: call for applications

The EaP Civil Society Fellowship programme launched a call for applications for 
its fifth cohort of fellows. 

The main objective of the EaP Civil Society Fellowships is to support civil society activists or people 
who demonstrate a deep commitment to leading positive social change in their communities. The 
fellowships will build the fellows’ capacity to constructively engage with communities and authorities 
and contribute to reforms in EaP countries.

The deadline for applications for the 2021 cohort of fellows is 17 January 2022. 

IMPORTANT: The concept forms are assessed on a first-come, 
first-served basis, so the sooner applicants make a submission 
the sooner they find out if they can move on to the full 
application stage, and, if successful, the sooner they will 
be able to begin their Fellowship.

 Read more about the call, eligibility criteria and 

application process

EU–Council of Europe Youth Partnership highlights 

Covid-19 Knowledge Hub

The purpose of the 'COVID-19 impact on the youth sector' Hub is to 
bring together the findings, analyses and impacts that Covid-19 has 
had on young people. How is the youth sector developing and adapting 
in response to the pandemic? 

Listen to the new episode of our Under 30' podcast exploring this topic, visit the Covid-19 
Knowledge Hub and read the latest analysis. 

New youth policy manual

‘ABOUT TIME! A reference manual for youth policy from a European perspective’ is a reference 
tool that provides pertinent information on the debates and legislation central to the European 
agenda in the field over the last 15 years. The manual helps the reader explore and engage with 
the national and international youth policy framework, reviews it from the perspective of those 
implicated, and outlines all the stages of youth policymaking. It also acts as a reference tool, 
containing a wide range of standards, tools and resources developed by and for the benefit of 
youth policymakers, youth workers and researchers, and young people across Europe. 

Access more publications availble on the EU–Council of Europe Youth Partnership’s website.

https://eapcivilsociety.eu/news/fellowships-news/2021-fellowship-call.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eap_civil_society_facility_2021_fellowship_call_launch_event&utm_term=2021-12-10
https://eapcivilsociety.eu/news/fellowships-news/2021-fellowship-call.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eap_civil_society_facility_2021_fellowship_call_launch_event&utm_term=2021-12-10
https://share.transistor.fm/s/9177776b
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/covid-19-impact-on-the-youth-sector
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/covid-19-impact-on-the-youth-sector
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/latest-update-and-analysis
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/youth-policy-manual-2021
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/resources
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/youth-partnership/home
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European Training Foundation: Report on new forms of employment in the EaP countries

European Youth Forum: call for the European Youth Capital 2025

‘The future of work – New forms of employment in the Eastern Partnership countries: 
Platform work’ presents the main findings from research on the subject. It reports on one of 
several actions of the European Training Foundation (ETF) supporting the development of 
insights into the future of work and analysing the impact of global trends on human capital. 

The ETF aims at filling the emerging gaps in understanding related to platform work in EaP 
countries and creating a more comprehensive knowledge base for informed policy actions in 
this context. They want to discover how to build on the opportunities afforded by the new trends 
while mitigating the associated challenges.

 Read the report

 Find out more about the ETF and what it does

The European Youth Capital (EYC) is a title awarded by the European Youth Forum, designed to 
empower young people, boost youth participation and strengthen European identity. Each year, 
a new European city is given the chance to showcase its innovative ideas, projects and activities 
that aim to raise up young voices.

The call for applications for the title of European Youth Capital 2025 is now open till 21 February 2022.

Learn more about the EYC concept and the application process.

https://www.etf.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources/publications/future-work-new-forms-employment-eastern-partnership
https://openspace.etf.europa.eu/
https://www.youthforum.org/applications-be-european-youth-capital-2025-are-now-open
https://openspace.etf.europa.eu/

