
The project “EU4Youth - Unlocking the potential of young social entrepreneurs in Moldova 
and Ukraine” is called the EUnlocking project, for short. The project helps to foster the 
social entrepreneurial potential of young people in the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, 
by establishing a favourable ecosystem for social enterprises, as well as by inspiring and 
supporting more young social entrepreneurs to develop and sustain their innovative 
solutions to the promotion of social inclusion and environmental sustainability across 
both countries. 

The project is implemented by the Gustav-Stresemann-Institut (e.V) (GSI) - lead 
organisation (Germany), AXA Management Consulting (Moldova), ECO-RAZENI 
Association (Moldova), Egalite International (Ukraine), National Assistance and Information 
Centre for NGOs in Moldova CONTACT (Moldova) and Pro NGO! e.V. (Germany). This 
project is co-funded by the European Union under its EU4Youth Programme.

2. How does the EUnlocking project support social 
entrepreneurship in the Republic of Moldova?
In the Republic of Moldova, the EUnlocking project contributes to:

1. What is the EUnlocking project?

HOW DOES THE EUNLOCKING PROJECT SUPPORT SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP?

#EUnlocking

• improve the legal framework for social entrepreneurship (SE);

• motivate more young people to start social start-ups and raise the recognition 
of SE’s contribution to social inclusion and the reduction of inequalities through 
communication activities and awareness-raising campaigns;

• foster access to information and best practice exchanges about SE by establishing 
and maintaining the Facebook private group of social entrepreneurs in Moldova 
(currently the group has 953 members);

• improve the capacity of young social entrepreneurs via on-site training, online 
training courses on the most important and relevant topics of SE, such as business 
modelling, fundraising, market analysis, financial management, marketing and 
promotion, etc.; 

• promote a “learning by doing” approach by providing seed funding and mentorship 
for 5 best social start-up initiatives that focus on environmental sustainability and 
have proven records offering employment opportunities for marginalised youth;

• support young social entrepreneurs in Moldova to connect with other networks of 
potential national and international investors, donors, customers, large companies, 
loan providers, etc.;

• raise public awareness on social entrepreneurship.

https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-unlocking-potential-young-social-entrepreneurs-moldova-and
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-unlocking-potential-young-social-entrepreneurs-moldova-and
https://www.gsi-bonn.de/
http://axa.md/
https://ecorazeni.wordpress.com/
https://ecorazeni.wordpress.com/
https://contact.md/
http://www.pro-ngo.org/
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/eu-in-action/youth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/720308305199160


3. How does the EUnlocking project support 
social entrepreneurship in Ukraine?

HOW DOES THE EUNLOCKING PROJECT SUPPORT SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP?

#EUnlocking

In Ukraine, the EUnlocking project contributes to:

  establish the legislation for SE;

 motivate more youth to start social start-ups and raise the recognition of 
SE’s contribution to social inclusion and the reduction of inequalities through 
communication activities and awareness-raising campaigns;

  foster access to information and best practice exchanges about SE by establishing 
and maintaining the Facebook private group of social entrepreneurs in Ukraine 
(currently the group has 505 members);

 Improve the capacity of young social entrepreneurs via on-site training, online 
training courses on the most important and relevant topics of SE, such as business 
modelling, fundraising, market analysis, financial management, marketing and 
promotion, etc.;

  promote a “learning by doing” approach by providing seed funding and mentorship 
for 10 best social start-up initiatives that focus on environmental sustainability and 
have proven records offering employment opportunities for marginalised youth;

  support young social entrepreneurs in remote areas by launching and running six 
Social Entrepreneurship Labs and Eco Hubs in Vinnytsia, Dnipropetrovsk, Zhytomyr, 
Kirovohrad, Ternopil and Cherkasy oblasts of Ukraine; the Labs will follow the ‘one-
stop-shop’ principle and provide comprehensive services to both experienced social 
entrepreneurs and newcomers – services include legal and financial consulting, 
marketing and business scaling, psychological and methodological support, 
promotion, mentoring and development of ecological initiatives of social enterprises; 
in addition, the Labs will help to connect social enterprises with their potential clients 
and investors and resolve the problem of access to capital for social entrepreneurs; 
the Eco Hub is a space to share eco-initiatives and green ideas – it will provide 
consultancy to social entrepreneurs about how to make a business more friendly to 
nature;

  integrate social entrepreneurship topics into the university curriculum;

  raise public awareness on social entrepreneurship. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EUnlockingUA


4.   How does the EUnlocking project promote cross-border cooperation, 
mutual learning, information and best-practice exchanges among young 
social entrepreneurs in Moldova and Ukraine ?

HOW DOES THE EUNLOCKING PROJECT SUPPORT SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP?

#EUnlocking

During its implementation, the EUnlocking project will:

establish and promote an active network 
of 500 social enterprises in Moldova and 
Ukraine (Meet our inspiring young social 
entrepreneurs here);

organise a regional journalist and blogger 
competition on SE, emphasising the 
regional collaboration among social 
entrepreneurs in the two countries; 

carry out a 2-day social entrepreneurship 
Networking Forum in Kyiv;

arrange study tours for Moldovan and 
Ukrainian young social entrepreneurs to 
Germany and Lithuania on networking, 
business development and sustainability;

conduct peer-to-peer visits to Moldova/
Ukraine of Moldovan and Ukrainian young 
social entrepreneurs.
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5. How can I take part in the opportunities offered 
by the EUnlocking project?

To explore more about the EUnlocking project, please visit our project landing page.

• In Moldova, please get in touch with us via (1) email address: info.ong.contact@
gmail.com and/or (2) the Facebook private group of social entrepreneurs in Moldova

• In Ukraine, please get in touch with us via (1) email address: office@egaliteint.org; 
(2) the Facebook private group of social entrepreneurs in Ukraine; and/or (3) the 
Facebook Page of Egalite International.

https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/eu-in-action/youth/eunlocking/profiles
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/eu-in-action/youth/eunlocking/
mailto:info.ong.contact%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info.ong.contact%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/720308305199160
mailto:office%40egaliteint.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EUnlockingUA
https://www.facebook.com/egaliteinternational

