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FOREWORD

This foreword is from the letter sent by the President of Lithuania to the participants 
and delegates of the 4th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum, these are her words of 
welcome and support: 

I am delighted that the Forum – which was launched in the framework of Lithuania’s 
EU Presidency in 2013 – continues to work successfully towards its objectives. It has 
established itself as a special platform for young people to be directly involved in 
shaping and implementing Eastern Partnership policies and to effectively engage 
in the decision-making process. As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Eastern 
Partnership, young voices need to be heard, especially when discussing our future 
agenda and goals. 

It is an excellent opportunity for young, active and committed people from all over 
Europe to engage in discussions and put forward their proposals on a whole range of 
key issues. The rapid development of technologies and digitisation, the spread of fake 
news and disinformation make critical thinking and media literacy, education and 
civic awareness vitally important. By expanding the boundaries of our knowledge, by 
sharing experience and by standing up to indifference, each of us can be a good elf, 
not a bad troll. 

Active and resolute young people always are in the vanguard of fighting for 
democratic values and principles as they work to make a difference in their countries 
and the world.

May you always be brave, civic minded and ambitious – today and tomorrow are in 
your hands!

I wish you an interesting, meaningful and useful forum!

Dalia Grybauskaite
President of the Republic of Lithuania

Vilnius 2019
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INTRODUCTION
The 4th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum was hosted by the Lithuanian National Agency for 
the Erasmus+ Youth in Action programme and was under the patronage of the President 
of the Republic of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaite. The 2019 Forum marks 10th anniversary of 
cooperation between the European Union and the Eastern Partnership countries. 

What is the Eastern Partnership?
The Eastern Partnership is a joint policy initiative launched in 2009 to deepen relations 
between the European Union and the six Eastern neighbours: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. The Eastern Partnership is based on shared 
values, fundamental freedoms, democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law, as 
well as common commitment to market economy and sustainable development.

2019 marks the 10th anniversary of enhanced cooperation between European Union and 
the Eastern Partnership countries. The renewed EU Strategy on Youth and the Eastern 
Partnership 20 Deliverables for 2020, both outline priorities for cooperation in the area of 
youth policy. With ongoing discussions on EU multiannual financial framework post 2020 a 
strong emphasis on youth policy in the framework of EU and Eastern Partnership cooperation 
is expected to continue.

“Eastern Partnership gives us a platform that proves that we are 
responsible and we are ready to make a long lasting impact.”

Mariia Symonova, Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum
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The History of the Eastern Partnership Youth Forum

The 1st Eastern Partnership Youth Forum took place during the Lithuanian presidency of the 
Council of the European Union in October 2013. The main topic of the Forum was “Recognition 
of youth work and non-formal learning”, with a focus on social inclusion, quality and visibility 
of non-formal learning and youth work, highlighting opportunities of the Eastern Partnership 
Youth Window. 

The 2nd Youth Forum took place during the Latvian presidency in February 2015. The main 
topic was “Young people’s employability” with a special focus on cross sectorial cooperation 
in the field of youth, youth policy development, mobility and cooperation programmes for 
young people and exchange of good practices and innovative ideas. 

The 3rd Youth Forum took place in Poland, hosted by national stakeholders and SALTO Eastern 
Europe and Caucasus in June 2017. The main topic was “Participation and active citizenship 
of young people and their involvement in decision-making process”, with a focus on active 
citizenship, entrepreneurship and education though formal, non-formal and informal 
methods.  

“We want to have a more permanent youth structure within the 
Eastern Partnership in the future”

Vassilis Maragos, Head of Unit, DG NEAR

The 4th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum

The theme of the 4th Youth Forum was “Critical thinking through media literacy and active 
participation”. The following aims were developed for the Forum in order to give guidance to 
the discussions, speakers and outcomes of the Forum:

• To celebrate the 10th anniversary of European Union and Eastern Partnership cooperation, 
highlight the impact and achievements;

• Provide opportunities for young people to contribute to the high-level discussions about a 
joint vision for the future of the Eastern Partnership, and to convey recommendations to 
the Eastern Partnership Summit in 2020;

• Foster discussions and unity between delegates of European Union and Eastern Partnership 
regions on the changing landscape of youth demands and youth policy;

• Encourage further cooperation, partnerships and good practice exchange among young 
people, youth workers, organisations and institutions dealing with youth policy in European 
Union and Eastern Partnership countries;

• Collect the opinions of young people on critical thinking, media literacy and active 
participation and inform the discussions of Eastern Partnership High level Summit in 2020.

The Forum builds on the renewed EU Strategy on Youth and on the Eastern Partnership 20 
Deliverables for 2020. It passes a message that a strong emphasis on youth policy in the 
framework of EU and Eastern Partnership cooperation should continue.

The overall theme “Critical thinking through media literacy and active participation” was 
chosen due to high relevance for young people in both European and Eastern Partnership 
contexts. The theme was primarily tackled through the workshops but was also very present 
in the various speeches and the learning islands. 

Participants

The Forum brought together 250 people from 24 countries. The participants were a mix of 
young people, face to face youth workers, grassroots youth work representatives, donor 
agency representatives, journalists, activists, and those from the field of education, social 
entrepreneurship, and digital world. There were policy makers and researchers from local 
to international level, staff from SALTOs and Erasmus+ National Agencies, representatives of 
international youth organisations, and the Eastern Partnership Youth Ambassadors Network. 
There were also officials from the Council of Europe, and representatives of different 
governments, the European Commission and the European External Action Service. 

Participants came from all six Eastern Partnership states and seventeen Erasmus+ programme 
countries. The majority of participants were young people. This strengthened the youth 
dimension of the event and its final outcomes – the clear voice of young people.

“It’s your duty to think and shape the future of the Eastern 
Partnership”

Audronė Perkauskienė, Head of Division at European External Action 
Service
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THEMES AND TOPICS
“Young people are essential for the development of democratic 
structures. We have to tackle the issue of shrinking civic space. 

Participation is a precondition to shape their own future.” 
Benjamin Gunther, Board Member, European Youth Forum

The Forums overall theme of “Critical thinking through media literacy and active participa-
tion” was broken down into four topics:

• Young people as active and responsible citizens;

• Young people as critical thinkers and policy makers;

• Young people as media literate and digital youth workers and influencers;

• Engaging disadvantaged young people in EU programmes (EU4Youth, Erasmus+, European 
Solidarity Corps). 

These four topics were then explored through seven workshops:

Young people as active and responsible citizens;
1. Accelerator for Youth Initiatives and Social Entrepreneurship
2. At the Same Table: Youth Opening Up Power Structures

Young people as critical thinkers and policy makers;
3. Policy-Making in the Context of the Eastern Partnership Youth Forum and Eastern 

Partnership Youth Policy
4. Minds Switched on: Empowering Critical Thinking and Policy Making

Young people as media literate and digital youth workers and influencers;
5. Resilient to Hate Speech, Cyber-Bullying and Sextortion
6. From Bad News to Hopeful Future

Engaging disadvantaged young people in EU programmes (EU4Youth, Erasmus+)
7. The Future of More Inclusive Youth Programmes in the Eastern Partnership Region.

THE WORKSHOPS
There were three workshop periods of 90 minutes each which culminated in the develop-
ment of a number of recommendations from each workshop. The workshop periods were 
each given a focus, the first was ‘where are we now’ and encouraged the participants to ex-
plore the state of play, existing good practices and achievements, as well as needs, gaps and 
challenges. The second focussed on developing a vision of where they wanted to go with this 
topic in their work and in policy for their respective countries. The third focussed on them 
coming up with concrete recommendations for the Forum Manifesto.

In the following pages, the discussions of each workshop are presented. Each sub-chapter is 
made up of a brief overview of what the workshop covered, a more detailed explanation of 
the issues, discussions, topics and conclusions, and is closed with a section on the outcomes/
recommendations. 

The Outcomes/Recommendations
Each workshop was tasked with producing 3 (+/-) ‘recommendations’ that would become 
part of the Manifesto that was presented to the whole Forum at the end of the last day. It 
was emphasised to the facilitators and to the groups of participants that there was not an 
expectation that each recommendation should be ready to be presented to a government 
minister or European Commission representative. 

The emphasis was on the voice of the young people and those who work with young people 
being heard. It was stressed to the participants that the institutional cooperation between the 
EU and the Eastern Partnership was looking for their opinions on the different topics of the 
Forum, it was looking for them to voice their needs as young people and as representatives of 
the young people of the Eastern Partnership countries. As Max Fras tweeted on the morning of 
the 19th June; “alleviating policy development anxiety at the Eastern Partnership Youth Forum: 
don’t worry about getting the jargon right, it’s important you convey your key messages”. 
Following the final workshop, a core team from the organisers took the responsibility of taking 
all the recommendation proposals from the workshop groups and making the wording into 
the political language required. In total, there were 19 separate recommendation proposals. 
Some of them were merged, some kept almost the same wording, a few had to be left out, 
some were divided into separate points, and some were even expanded upon. As a result 
of this process the wording of the recommendation proposals in the following chapter that 
explores these outcomes may not be immediately recognisable in the Manifesto.

“Without your pressure, improvements won’t be done!”
Linas Linkevičius, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of Lithuania
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The Workshops

“We expect a lot from the Forum. We want you to come up with 
concrete recommendations” 

Vassilis Maragos, Head of Unit, DG NEAR

These next pages explore the content, discussions and outcomes from each of the workshops and 
highlights the recommendation proposals that each workshop group of participants came up with. 

Accelerator for Youth Initiatives and Social Entrepreneurship
Theme: Young people as active and responsible citizens

Overview
This workshop was designed for organisations and individuals that connect with the term accelerator – 
a person or thing that causes something to happen or develop more quickly! The key areas they covered 
were social entrepreneurship, volunteering, and youth initiatives, etc. The workshop explored how to 
‘accelerate’ youth participation and support young people in taking responsibility for their lives.

The Workshop
Introduction:
The promotion of social entrepreneurship across the region is quite strong, there are networks of 
motivated people working together in many places, there are for example, hackathons taking place on 
a regular basis. The advantage of this is that they bring people together from different spheres of life 
where they can exchange ideas. The promotion is both online and offline which is leading to a bigger 
outreach. The educational aspect of social entrepreneurship exists in some countries covering elements 
such as what is ‘social entrepreneurship’ and how to start business.

This is not just about reaching out to individual young people but also to youth NGOs who are exploring 
what social entrepreneurship means on an organisational level in the context of their work. Young 
people are showing higher levels of responsibility because of the sense of ownership that engaging in 
social entrepreneurship gains them. In cases where there is government support, programmes are often 
being aimed at hard to reach groups such as rural youth and young women, etc. Where crowdfunding is 
linked to social entrepreneurship projects they are seeing a higher percentage of young people involved 
because they are able to find resources to start their own project. 

Challenges:
It was acknowledged that while there is a lot of support and promotion of social entrepreneurship, 
there is no platform for accessing information and in some instances, there is a lack of knowledge about 
how to reach the relevant young people with the relevant information. This results in a large number of 
young people being unaware of social entrepreneurship let alone the possibilities it offers. 

It was pointed out that in some countries, there is a level of uncertainty amongst young people regarding 
social entrepreneurship. It is seen as risky and therefore there is a lack of interest in it. Other young 
people are not motivated to try something new – at least not without a lot of support! For others, 
cultural stereotypes hold them back, a situation particularly affecting young women who do not see 
how they can be involved in setting up a ‘business’ because they are female. 

On a governmental side, despite some positive stories 
of government support, in most countries there is 
no definition of what social entrepreneurship is and 
therefore there is a lack of any legislation and policies 
to support it. This is also reflected in the lack of any 
budget dedicated to social entrepreneurship and 
what does exist covers too few types of activities. 

Where next:
For the young people who want to change their lives, 
they know there are opportunities out there. There is 
a changing perception about life, especially amongst 
young people who are becoming more socially 
responsible and active. There is a trend towards 
promoting women into engaging in entrepreneurship.

There is a willingness to share experiences in social 
entrepreneurship, especially in relation to job 
creation and the creation of entrepreneurial traits. 
Social entrepreneurship is becoming more digitised, 
especially with e-learning courses becoming available. 

Governments and NGOs are starting to collaborate in 
this field. The private sector is also taking up elements 
of corporate social responsibility, a part of which 
supports social entrepreneurship.

Outcomes
The first recommendation from this workshop was for the educational opportunities of social 
entrepreneurship to be opened up and made more widely available in the incubators, accelerators, 
resource centres, labs and hubs. These should be accessible for children and young people. 

The rationale behind this was the recognition of the challenges young people in Eastern Partnership 
countries are facing, especially in the more rural areas. There are in existence already various 
mechanisms for short-term initiatives, providing education in this field but there is a strong need for 
specially tailored and long-term mechanisms – meaning ongoing long-term educational opportunities. 
It is foreseen that these will provide support as well as a fundamental educational base for potential 
young social entrepreneurs, and eventually result in self-sustaining initiatives. 

The second recommendation that this group developed was for support to be given to the Eastern 
Partnership governments and other relevant stakeholders by EU member states for the development 
of policies to support social entrepreneurship. Such policies need to include the development of legal 
frameworks, taxation, and procurement laws, financial incentives, etc. 

Social entrepreneurship has become trendy in many countries and is as a result decreasing unemployment 
amongst young people. In almost all Eastern Partnership countries, the unemployment rate among the 
young people is twice as high as in EU member states. It is therefore critical to ensure the integration of 
young people in start-ups focused on social innovations. In all the Eastern Partnership countries there is 
no clear understanding or harmonised approach to social entrepreneurship, governments are lacking a 
strategic approach or structured support mechanism. 
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The third recommendation focussed on the need to fully include all Eastern Partnership countries to 
programmes focusing on social entrepreneurship, especially the Erasmus+ for Young Entrepreneurs 
Programme. 

Armenia, Moldova and Ukraine are already benefiting from this programme, the participants of 
this workshop wanted to see this extended to the other three countries. This would enable young 
entrepreneurs from all the Eastern Partnership countries to find support in drafting business plans, 
explore various funding opportunities, exchange ideas, and exchange methodologies with others from 
across the whole of Europe. Such learning outcomes would be brought back to their home countries 
and then benefit their peers.

At the Same Table: Youth Opening Up Power Structures 
Theme: Young people as active and responsible citizens

Overview
This workshop was about sustainable change and positive impact on the lives of young people. It was 
about sharing know-how on making young people’s voices heard and securing them a seat at the 
decision-makers table. It explored the trends and good practices in the Eastern Partnership region in 
the fields of policy dialogue and youth-led reforms. 

The Workshop
Introduction:
It was pointed out that even though the EU is not the main supporter in the implementation of projects 
supporting youth initiatives, young people’s participation in civic and democratic life has come back as 
a priority in strategy for the period 2019-2027. Many such initiatives are bottom-up and youth-led and 
are small-scale, they also have the potential to be multiplied. A current trend is the development of 
youth initiatives having an equal partnership with donors. In general, youth initiatives can be seen to be 
creating dialogue with government for policy development. 

Challenges:
It was felt that while young people have the capacity, they do not always have the possibility to express 
their opinions and therefore contribute to positive change. The participant group want to see increased 
youth participation in the countries of Eastern Partnership. They want to see a greater freedom of 
expression for all young people and sustainable structured dialogue with young people.

Many young people are already engaged in addressing global challenges (peace, security, environment, 
energy, etc.), the question was asked about how these young people can be supported. However, there 
is still a need for support for youth initiatives and different forms of activism. 

The participants believed there needs to be a more equal partnership between the EU and Eastern 
Partnership governments and more balanced funding opportunities at local, national and international 
levels. They also acknowledged a need for youth policy standards across the region. 

Where next:
The participants wanted to see:

• More support for freedom of expression;
• More inclusive projects (disabilities, rural area, language, minorities…);

• Appreciation for diversity at all levels;
• Equal partnerships, balancing power relations between EU and Eastern Partnership countries and 

sharing assets;
• Breaking down of barriers and fears;
• Youth peace and security action plans (for UN agenda 2250 2419);
• Region-wide investments in renewable energy;
• More visits of EU young people to Eastern Partnership countries to break stereotypes.

Outcomes
The first recommendation the group developed was on the issue of funding for locally based youth 
work. The participants want to see funding made available to directly support youth work. This would 
provide finances to allow local youth organisations to implement activities at the local level and to 
independently share the values and best practices.

In Eastern Partnership countries there is no budget available, this is at both local and national level, 
for locally based work with young people, either to support the organisations administratively or 
their activities. Such support would increase youth participation, especially among young people that 
are younger than 18 years. The participants would like to see the EU initiate cooperation with the 
governments of the Eastern Partnership countries to establish a fund to ensure permanent funding for 
the youth work with the EU contributing 20% of the total budget. 

The second recommendation was for the establishment of continuous and accessible dialogue between 
EU and Eastern Partnership youth.

The Core idea behind this was for more meeting platforms other than just the biannual Eastern 
Partnership Youth Forum. This would be to provide young people and Eastern Partnership and EU 
representatives opportunities to discuss common challenges and develop policy recommendations. This 
could be achieved not just physically at conferences and meetings but through online platforms. This 
could also be expanded beyond the concept of meetings (on and offline) and introduce basic courses in 
schools on democratic involvement which would be connected with structured dialogue opportunities 
at home and abroad.
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The third recommendation calls for more funding opportunities for EU-EaP cooperation projects in the 
field of youth. 

The participants want to see a greater budget for EU-EaP cooperation projects. They proposed, 
as an example, that there could be contributions from the Eastern Partnership governments to the 
programmes in the field of youth. Each Eastern Partnership country would then have a quota on how 
many projects they can get. They also want to see more specific funding to support youth initiatives in 
the frame of national development cooperation programmes. 
Currently youth organisations from Eastern Partnership countries can be applicants in the Erasmus+ 
capacity building projects, however these are for projects with huge budgets which limits the possibilities 
to small youth organisations to access such funds. 

The creation of a separate working group for youth in the Civil Society Forum Eastern Partnership instead 
of being a part of WG4 was the subject of the fourth recommendation.

The reasoning behind this proposal is a belief that with youth a part of a much broader working group, 
the needs of young people are not really heard and the voice of young people is not being represented 
enough. They would like to see a Civil Society Forum working group made up of National Youth Councils 
and other youth organisations from the Eastern Partnership countries. They believe the cooperation 
should be focused on Eastern Partnership level but include national and local levels in order to support 
networking and joint projects. Another reason for this proposal is to strive for better youth participation 
having young people involved more in decision making processes. 

Policymaking in the Context of the Eastern Partnership 
Youth Forum and Eastern Partnership Youth Policy
Theme: Young people as critical thinkers and policy makers

Overview
This workshop built on ideas for a stronger policy-making process and it explored ways of involving 
young people in policy making. It was designed for people who participate or want to participate in 
policy-making processes on local, national and international levels. 

The Workshop
Introduction:
In the context of policy making and the Eastern Partnership Youth Forum, it was highlighted that there 
are no working monitoring / evaluation mechanisms on the implementation of recommendations from 
Eastern Partnership Youth Forums! It was proposed that measurable indicators should be introduced 
for this purpose. It was also noted that if recommendations are not addressed to specific stakeholders 
there is a greater chance of them being ignored. 

Challenges:
The participants explored the levels of transparency in the approach taken by EU institutions, in terms of 
how much they reveal about the fields / themes / sectors that they prioritise. The participants felt there 
is a need for greater transparency in and the implementation of, follow up processes for monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms for EU funded youth projects. 

In terms of young people’s involvement, the participants discussed the lack of capacity building with 
young people to develop policy proposals. They explored how youth participation could be improved 
in decision – shaping (policy – making). One aspect they reflected on was that there needed to be 
transparency in the access to decision making processes in the context of youth policy. It was pointed 
out that the concept of inclusion needs to be better defined, this would help with reaching out to 
disadvantaged young people and support more efficient dialogue.

In regards to mobility programmes the participants explored the need for improved evaluation and 
monitoring mechanisms, a greater recognition of international programmes supported by the EU and 
more Erasmus+ programme opportunities for Eastern Partnership youth organisations.

Youth work in general was discussed and highlighted as needing better recognition across all the Eastern 
Partnership countries with capacity building for smaller NGOs. The group explored the possibilities 
for concrete structured actions regarding young people and youth work by Eastern Partnership 
governments. 

Eastern Partnership countries being a part of the European Solidarity Corps was a positive as it served 
as evidence that recommendations are taken into consideration – this was a recommendation from the 
previous Eastern Partnership Youth Forum in Warsaw in 2017. 
Where next:
There needs to be a greater direct involvement of young people in the implementation process of 
recommendations after equipping them with required competences. Support is needed for young 
people to understand the essence of Eastern Partnership youth policy and to understand the functions 
and mandates of various EU institutions that oversee policy implementation. This should include an 
explanation of the tools they use and the opportunities they create. 

The capacity building of young people in the field of drafting policy papers, making policy research and 
developing recommendations needs to be a priority. There needs to be more space for young people to 
talk about their needs, to have direct participation at the table, to have more space for their ideas and 
be involved in more specific discussions on concrete issues. 

Outcomes
For first was a call for increasing transparency in the monitoring and evaluation mechanisms of youth 
related projects and policy recommendations.
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The participants felt that after four Eastern 
Partnership Youth Forums, with many well 
established policy recommendations for the 
youth sector, the transparency of how the 
recommendations are being interpreted 
and incorporated by the EU institutions and 
implementing partners is still lacking. The 
participants want effective accountability with 
more public information available regarding the 
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms used in the 
sector. They want to see independent evaluators 
and public access of information in a reasonable 
timeframe and in the various Eastern Partnership 
languages. 

The second recommendation was for youth 
organisations and stakeholders in each Eastern 
Partnership country to have direct contact with the 
EU institutions directly responsible for youth in the 
Eastern Partnership. This would support greater 
levels of youth participation in the forming of 
youth policy in the Eastern Partnership making the 
process more inclusive and horizontal in manner.

The reasoning behind this second proposal is that 
the existing decision-making process is unclear 
and can largely be attributed to the ad-hoc nature 
with which youth policy priorities and outcomes 
are shaped. Currently access to decision-shaping 
processes in forming youth policy seems restricted 
to a narrow group of active civil society institutions 
with very little transparency. 

Young people and civil society organisations from the youth sector must be able to raise issues for youth 
policy, submit proposals and be directly involved and consulted in shaping the EU’s youth policy in the 
Eastern Partnership. The ‘point of contact’ would not only liaise with young people in the respective 
countries but would also convey a coherent set of concerns, priorities and ideas to the decision-makers 
in the EU, as well as providing feedback to the youth organisations.

The third recommendation asks for the direct involvement of the youth oriented Civil Society Sector in 
the consultation and implementation of local, regional and national policies. It is felt that this should be 
a precondition in all decision-making initiatives. 

The rationale here is that there are a limited number of well-developed civil society organisations in the 
Eastern Partnership countries. A strong civil society exists when there are many small active organisations 
operating but mostly these lack visibility. The participants would like to see more effort and support for 
the youth civil society sector from the Eastern Partnership governments with less reliance on the EU. 

Accessibility to EU funds is often limited, with only the biggest of the civil society organisations easily 
accessing them. In 2020 there is no planned Capacity Building in the Field of Youth under Erasmus+. 
The European Solidarity Corps does not currently allow Eastern Partnership countries to apply directly. 

Minds-Switched On: Empowering Critical Thinking and Policy Making
Theme: Young people as critical thinkers and policy makers

Overview
This workshop explored critical thinking and made links to policy making, the workshop explored how 
they are linked. The workshop identified and celebrated the biggest achievements and good practices 
from the participants countries.

The Workshop
Introduction:
The group explored the concept of critical thinking, identifying some of the key elements involved, 
these included the need for listening and understanding to what is actually being said, the ability to 
check sources and at the same time be aware if one’s own bias. The participants explored how an 
individual needs to be able to recognise if the information presented should raise any questions or 
concerns, and how they need to be open-minded and know how to approach the information and build 
their own knowledge about the subject area.

There are many success stories where young people have had their critical thinking competences 
improved, some of the key aspects related to this achievement includes the need for flexibility among 
the young people themselves, a recognition of the importance of their own opinions but at the same 
time the ability to question themselves. Amongst those who work with young people it was identified 
that a youth organisation that wants to work on this subject needs to have a strong approach to non-
formal education in their work. The participants also identified that there needs to be more work done 
to have the subject recognised and acknowledged in civil society in general and in youth policy at all 
levels.

Challenges:
Most of the challenges are linked to the young people themselves, which in turn reveals a gap in the 
support they are receiving from the youth sector and other bodies. Many young people lack any sort 
of analytical skills, it is not habitual to think about needing to analyse anything. For young people in 
general there is simply too much information for them to respond to on a daily basis. Others experience 
difficulties in expressing their opinions and or have low self-confidence and self-esteem. 

One of the issues facing many young people with regards to critical thinking is the need for readiness for 
feedback and criticism. The acknowledgement that they may not be right, that their views are objected 
to by someone else, etc. This takes courage, it requires an individual to be able to leave their comfort 
zone, and it needs them to be honest and open about their own views. In order for this to happen young 
people need to receive educational support to learn techniques and approaches.

From the perspective of the youth sector and other bodies, there is still little room for young people 
in decision making, too often there are unclear channels of communication between decision makers 
and young people, there is little or no education for young people regarding critical thinking – at school, 
in youth work and from families. There are too few local or national policies in place to support young 
people with this issue.

Where next:
In order to strengthen critical thinking among young people it is important to recognise what exists 
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already as support for them. There is a lot of quality information developed by various research bodies, 
it is widely available especially from youth NGOs and to a certain extent from some local governments. 
There are learning opportunities in various mobility programmes such as Erasmus+ Youth in Action 
programme. 

Where support does exist it can be found at almost every level, from within the family unit, from 
educational institutions, youth workers and NGOs, youth councils, municipalities, relevant Ministries, 
Business sector, media, EU institutions, foundations, Council of Europe, etc. 

Outcomes
The first recommendation called for the EU and the Eastern Partnership governments to work as 
equal partners in order to develop a common strategy aimed to the creation of programmes focused 
on strengthening critical thinking among young people. These programmes would be exchange 
opportunities for youth workers and young people, online platforms, tools for education institutions, 
and any other pertinent initiatives on local, national and international levels.

The thinking behind this was that critical thinking is an essential competence in the world today. 
There is an unprecedented amount of information available to young people, being able to correctly 
process and analyse it is fundamentally important to their lives and the lives of the societies they live 
in. Participants stated that they believe there are currently no programmes focussed specifically on 
strengthening critical thinking in either the EU or Eastern Partnership countries. This proposal wants to 
see the creation of specific programmes for this purpose. 
The second proposal put forward by this workshop is an extension of the first. Here the participants 
called for critical thinking as a competence to be applied in the curriculum of the formal education 
school system. This should be engaged in using the methods and principles of non-formal education. This 
should be a long-term strategy in cooperation with the civil society, and especially with young people 
themselves.

This extension to the previous recommendation is in actual fact more of a second step in the same 
direction. In the first recommendation many young people would be reached, however, through this 
second recommendation, by becoming part of the school curriculum, virtually all young people would 
be reached. 

By taking a more cross-sectoral cooperation approach to develop critical thinking competences of young 
people, non-formal and formal education could be combined, meaning that the youth sector could 
support the schools in implementing learning.

The third recommendation from this workshop was to establish a common platform for cooperation 
between EU and Eastern Partnership countries, based on model of ‘Citizens AGORA’. This would ensure 
dialogue between youth representatives and policy makers on topics related to critical thinking and 
promote the participation of young people in the decision-making process.

The rationale here was that actors of the youth field within the context of EU and Eastern Partnership 
countries have already identified a clear need for support in the field of policy making. Youth centred 
decision making requires clear competences – knowledge, skills and attitudes – so special tools and 
approaches for involving young people into the decision-making process should be created.

Resilient to Hate Speech, Cyber-bullying and Sextortion
Theme: Young people as media literate and digital youth workers and influencers

Overview
Media and Information Literacy covers amongst other issues – hate speech, cyber bullying and 
sextortion. This workshop explored a number of campaigns that have tackled hate speech in Europe. 
The workshop also identified how youth work is not fully equipped to prevent cyber bullying and lacks 
knowledge of how to support the victims of sextortion. The workshop mapped existing experiences and 
looked at how youth work could encourage young people to more safely engage with the digital world. 
It also provided space for networking and the development of new initiatives.

The Workshop
Introduction:
Cyber-bullying: ‘an act of attacking that happens to be on the internet, especially on social media, when 
the person is bullied on different grounds.’
Sextortion: ‘a crime in which sexual information and or images are used to violate the privacy and 
dignity of a person by trying to humiliate them and or extort sexual favours from them.’

Hate Speech: ‘the difference between people creates hate speech, when one groups feels to be superior 
to another group it can lead us to hate speech.’

Challenges:
Cyber-bullying influences in many different ways on both victims and perpetrators. It creates hate, 
grows ignorance, and increases violence. It is not always individuals sometimes it is organised and it can 
be a result of peer pressure. On those targeted it can push people to suicide, and it creates feelings of 
humiliation, exclusion, isolation and embarrassment. It increases stress and depression. 

Cyber bullying: Some countries utilise online resources and guidelines for teachers and schools, in others 
there are legal frameworks, means to report bullying, crime prevention videos and general advice and 
information. 

Sextortion is committed through a variety of media, from text messaging or sexting, to numerous forms 
of social media to hard copy of sex tapes and post. It affects people very strongly because it is violating 
their privacy, dignity, trust, sense of security, their boundaries and is often in the form of a threat. It 
creates fear and suffering and has pushed individuals to suicide. 
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Sextortion: Estonia has an online police service which advises and supports victims as well as having 
responsibility to prosecute. The #metoo movement was global. Some countries have effective support 
and care for victims and encourage parental awareness for the education of children and young people 
on cybersafety. 

Schools are a valuable resource in many countries informing young people on the importance of 
privacy through events and seminars. Social media itself is also a resource. In Hungary there is a new 
governmental programme called ‘Digital Wealth’ which helps the students learn about internet safety. 

Hate speech has many agendas, antisemitism, racism, homophobia, anti-gypsyism, sexism and 
xenophobia to name a few. It is a form of bullying that people do to others by playing on prejudices and 
stigma. Social media is one of the main avenues for its expression. 
Hate speech: Different countries have different levels of response to hate speech, in North Macedonia 
there are web sites that publish statistic about instances of hate speech, there is also a Government 
department responsible. In other countries there are volunteer reporting groups. Georgia has an online 
game to support understanding and awareness of the dangers of hate speech. Estonia has an online 
police service which advises and supports victims as well as having responsibility to prosecute.

Various institutions and NGOs have published numerous publications, particularly the Council of Europe. 
A number of NGOs have created their own campaigns including #SilenceHate.
Where next:
The group discussed and highlighted the need for awareness raising education in schools about 
relationships between people and emotion management. Classes that explore the consequences of 
cyber-bullying, hate speech and sextortion. Tools and programmes provided for teachers, curriculum 
development to include the subjects of combating hate speech, cyberbullying and sextortion.

They would like to see social media campaigns led by the big social media companies and more 
campaigns like the #metoo movement. 

One of the difficulties faced in encouraging people to report sextortion crimes against them is that 
not all countries have good enough laws to protect and support the victims which makes reporting 
seem more of a risk. There needs to be national and local policies and legal frameworks developed that 
protect victims and enable the prosecution of perpetrators. There needs to be an information platform 
about law regulations in Eastern Partnership countries – with easy access to that information. 

There needs to be an encouragement of EU countries sharing good practices and concrete examples of 
countering hate speech, cyberbullying and sextortion with Eastern Partnership countries.

In terms of youth work, the sector needs to be providing more training courses for young people on 
recognising hate speech and how to deal with it. They need to be creating more awareness of the issues, 
how to protect yourself and how to tackle the problems that arise. 

Outcomes
In their first recommendation, this workshop called for the EU to recommend the Eastern Partnership 
countries to adapt their legal frameworks to create a mechanism to define, regulate and protect 
individuals against sextortion and other cyber-crimes as extensively as possible. They also proposed that 
there must be national strategies with an action plan to counter hate speech and cyberbullying in each 
Eastern Partnership country.

This recommendations rationale is that the Eastern Partnership Countries and the EU should share the 
same values and protect human rights in order to have a stronger cultural relationship. This can be done 
in the Eastern Partnership Region by countering hate speech, cyberbullying and sextortion through 
several points. These include; the creation of local support centres, empowering youth organisations, 
creating workshops in schools, implementing stricter laws, and creating specific hotlines which filter 
calls directed to the police authorities. All this should be done on a national level in cooperation with 
several stakeholders including experts, youth workers and young people. 

The second idea from this workshop is for the EU to initiate a website for Eastern Partnership countries 
that provides online counselling for young people as well as tools for educators on education prevention, 
and victim support related to cyber-bullying, sextortion and hate speech.
Dealing with problems related to cyber-bullying, hate speech and sextortion is difficult for the EU 
countries to deal with but this topic is even more difficult for the Eastern Partnership states. The Eastern 
Partnership countries need the EU’s institutional help to implement such a web site. The platform 
should include the six national languages of the region plus English and Russian. The service must be 
inclusive and accessible. 

From Bad News to Hopeful Future
Theme: Young people as media literate and digital youth workers and influencers

Overview
The workshop explored how news content and 
technology are created. It gave space for reflecting on 
emerging topics linked to media literacy and how youth 
work is currently addressing these topics. It provided 
an opportunity for participants to experience an 
online game in which they took the role of fake news-
mongers. The workshop took a look into the future and 
asked, how youth work can address emerging trends 
and needs of young people and societies. 

The Workshop
Introduction:
In general, the group identified that the youth sector 
is still very much at the beginning in terms of engaging 
with media literacy, it was acknowledged that there is 
still much to learn and understand. There is a great deal 
of awareness of the importance of the topic and there 
is basic knowledge about how to move forward but we 
need to see much greater levels of implementation of 
media literacy education projects.

Despite the overall situation there are projects and 
initiatives operating. In Romania there is media 
education for teachers and an online tool for 
identifying corruption. Ukraine has an initiative entitled 
‘Movement for Youth’ which seeks to build awareness 
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among young people about media manipulation, there is also a project focussed on rural youth. In 
Lithuania there are Alpha Youth Camps which train young people in responsible journalism. Georgia 
has a media school which is dedicated to media literacy, in the UK there are numerous training courses 
available, Slovakia and Moldova both have online resources for identifying fake news and on media.

Challenges:
The many challenges faced include threats from negative populist movements and governments. Much 
of the media in many countries is owned and controlled by the mega rich who often have their own 
agenda which means that the media themselves contribute little to any form of education. There is 
little or no curriculum in schools for teaching about media literacy. There is currently an overwhelming 
amount of ‘fake news’ published in media and social media.

Part of the challenge of working with media literacy is the enormous amount of subjects it covers, 
these include; election manipulation, cyber-bullying, propaganda, fake news, body shaming, extremism, 
sexism, sexual abuse, conspiracy theories, LGBTQI+, hate speech, infants vaccinations, migration, 
refugees, terrorism, radicalisation, vaccines… etc. 

The group explored a number of issues that the youth sector is facing with regards to working on media 
literacy. There are too few youth workers with any form of expertise on the subject and there is a 
general lack of resources, both for educating youth workers and for youth workers to work with the 
topic. The youth sector itself has little power in decision making and the decision-making bodies such as 
Governments are slow to respond or have a lack of interest in supporting developments. Young people 
themselves can be quite passive about the topic and often exhibit a lack of critical thinking. 

Despite many of the difficulties highlighted, things like critical thinking, fact checking, digital skills, 
research skills, and emotional intelligence are being worked on with young people in the youth sector. 

The advantages the youth sector has over other sectors in tackling this issue include the fact that it 
is already working with young people and is engaged in working with them on many related topics, 
especially using non-formal education as an approach. It can also work with them where they are in 
terms of their understanding of the digital world. 

The youth sector is not alone in working on the subject of media literacy. Universities, schools, 
journalists, governmental bodies, donors, bloggers and influencers, and civil society in general are all 
to some extent involved. Greater coordination and a cross-sectoral approach would benefit everyone 
in this work.

Where next:
Within the next two years the participants would like to see more trained youth workers and media 
literacy starting to be added to school curriculum. They want civil society as a whole to be more engaged 
in the topic with more space for young people to be involved. They would like to see more cross border 
projects and greater support from the EU in the form of youth funded projects. 

In the longer term they envisage that there should be substantially more resources available, more 
trained youth workers on the topic and that it be an established part of the youth work curriculum. The 
participants believe it is necessary to have an international institution established for media literacy 
awareness building. They would like to see media literacy as an established part of all school curriculum. 
They want to see independent cyber security bodies operating in all the countries.

Outcomes
The first recommendation from this workshop was on the subject of media literacy and was asking for 
the establishment of a media literacy academy for Eastern Partnership countries which would provide 
professional recommendations for media curricular for being introduced into all levels of education 
systems in the Eastern Partnership countries. 

The participants want to see this happen because the Eastern Partnership countries need to develop 
media literacy in general but especially amongst young people. There is also a need for more professionals 
involved in media literacy education in both the formal and non-formal education sectors. The current 
lack of quality education for media literacy is one of the main causes for the spread of manipulation in 
Eastern Partnership societies.

The second recommendation was for the establishment of and financial support for agencies for 
cyber security that would amongst other things work against the flood of misinformation in Eastern 
Partnership countries. 

There is a need for having dedicated centres and people working in them to advise and support 
the population in understanding the difference between real and ‘fake news’, to be in the role of 
ombudsman to monitor and report on stories and identify propaganda. Having such bodies that would 
also be oriented to young people will show good practice and therefore help to involve young people in 
volunteering to identify fake news and work against disinformation.

Thirdly, this workshop wants the EU institutions to support media literacy programmes in Eastern 
Partnership countries. 

Despite the fact that there is funding available in the EU Erasmus+ Youth in Action programme that can 
include media literacy, the participants felt it is necessary to identify media literacy as a separate priority 
and to even have it as a separate call for proposals.
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The Future of More Inclusive Youth Programmes in the 
Eastern Partnership Region
Theme: Engaging disadvantaged young people in EU 
programmes (EU4Youth, Erasmus+)

Overview
This workshop focussed on work with the subject of inclusion and disadvantaged groups of young people 
in the frame of the Erasmus+: Youth in Action programme and/or EU4Youth in the Eastern Partnership 
region. The workshop explored ways for making the future European youth programmes for the Eastern 
Partnership more inclusive both on a very practical and political level.  

The Workshop
Introduction:
From a regional perspective, in the last 10 years institutions and organisations working with inclusion 
have become more specialised, for example focusing on work with one or several disengaged groups of 
young people and providing activities focused on their needs. 

There has been an increase over the years in the participation of young people with fewer opportunities 
in international projects. This has been achieved in part because of the wider use of social media and 
the internet in general. Visa liberalisation for three of the Eastern Partnership countries has had a 
positive impact in this respect. Civil society organisations working with people with disabilities have 
become more recognised and accepted and have become part of structures like the Youth Forum, this 
has had an impact in terms of putting disabled young people’s representation on the agenda. There 
have been many political changes in the region that have influenced how governments, people and the 
youth sector react to inclusion – both positive and negative.

Challenges:
The workshop identified who the participants of the Forum as a whole work with. The groups of young 
people most worked with include those with disabilities, mental health problems, learning difficulties 
or living with illness, young people from migrant background or from ethnic minorities and different 
religious backgrounds. Young people from remote rural areas or less serviced areas (limited public 
transport, poor facilities, abandoned villages) and young women and girls. Those with a low standard 
of living, low income, and or dependence on social welfare service. Young people with poor school 
performance and those in NEET situations.

Groups that few of the participants work with are those in conflict areas, those in closed institutions, 
early school-leavers and school dropouts, young people living on small islands or in extreme peripheral 
regions, and young people growing up in care or without their families. Also, Roma young people, young 
parents, the LQBTQI+ communities, young people with substance use and or abuse and young people 
from urban problem zones.
Participants also highlighted the lack of accessibility in the application process for mobility projects, 
especially with groups as mentioned above. The complicated application form, financial constraints like 
travel expenses paid in advance and reimbursed only after the activities, participation fees requested 
by organisations, challenging visa processes, a lack of local engagement with such groups, etc. all this 
means there is less chance of them getting involved in mobility programmes.

Where next:
The participants voiced that an easier application process and support in the application process needs 
to be provided for young people. They also acknowledged that youth organisations need to be working 
more with disadvantaged groups at the local level. This would include the development of more youth 
work in rural and remote areas. Such an approach would lead to more access to mobility programmes 
for many groups. The participants also expressed a desire to see at least one European youth centre in 
each Eastern Partnership country that would also work towards ensuring the quality of youth mobility 
programme activities. Visa free regimes are also extremely important for all Eastern Partnership 
countries.

Other changes the participants voiced a need for included the opening of all the components of 
the Solidarity Corps to the Eastern Partnership countries. More mobility projects between Eastern 
Partnership and EU countries with the focus on the region. The creation of more EU related online 
courses in the languages of the region. 

An increase in funding for youth work on the local level and specific funding for organisational 
development. This would also support work for improving the soft skills (CV, motivation letter, etc.) of 
young people from remote areas. The group also expressed a need for adding basic EU information to 
the curriculum of schools and universities.
 
The participants expressed to a lesser extent the need for non-formal education to be engaged with in 
schools. The recognition of young people with fewer opportunities by policy makers as equal members 
of society. Easier access to information, especially for people with fewer opportunities, meaning in 
language they can understand. The development of a national agency for inclusion in each Eastern 
Partnership country. Training courses about how to write and run projects. 

Outcomes
The first recommendation from this group of participants was for additional support and incentives to be 
allocated to partner organisations of mobility projects to ensure impact at local level.

Too many international mobility projects focus on individual capacity building and not on the impact on 
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the host community or the communities of the international partners. Local impact is a requirement 
for most projects but in reality, it is not felt by either the local young people or their communities. To 
enhance the efforts of all the organisations involved in a mobility to increase local level impact they 
should be provided with a small financial incentive to specifically implement follow-up activities and for 
the monitoring of the such activities. This would also have the added benefit of reaching more young 
people with fewer opportunities, many of whom do not take part in international mobility programmes, 
these local level activities would potentially build their confidence and competencies for future national 
and international activities. 

The second recommendation was for Eastern Partnership national and local governments along with 
support from the EU to establish and support multifunctional youth centres in the Eastern Partnership 
countries, aiming at ensuring quality of inclusive youth projects. 

There is a lack of accessible physical space for young people in general but especially those with fewer 
opportunities in Eastern Partnership countries. Accessible and youth friendly physical spaces make it 
easier for young people with fewer opportunities to participate in offered activities and also gradually 
support an increase in quality of participation. Ideally, implementation of such spaces should be done 
as a cooperation between local and national governments and the EU and implemented by local youth 
organisations. 

Thirdly, this workshop wanted to see the EU provide enhanced support for the application process to 
young people, specifically to young people with fewer opportunities, to ensure their participation in all 
stages of project implementation (from project design to evaluation stages) 

The rationale here is that projects such as youth exchanges are supposed to be designed by young 
people with support from youth workers. However, due to the complex nature of the application 
process, many young people simply cannot participate in the process. Additional support mechanisms 
can easily address this issue. Possible support could include webinars, simplified tools for idea/concept 
development, a youth friendly application form, capacity building activities for young people on project 
design and application writing, detailed feedback on submitted applications for possible improvement, 
etc.  

The last recommendation from this group was with regards to the EU and Eastern Partnership to start 
negotiation processes on visa liberalisation with the three Eastern Partnership countries that are still 
under the visa system, enabling more young people, especially those with fewer opportunities, to 
engage in mobilities. 

All the Eastern Partnership countries should benefit from free visa regime with the EU which will allow 
more mobility, people to people contacts, and more access to cultural exchange and training courses. 

THE MANIFESTO

“There have been many recommendations over the years! Some 
ask; ‘if we make more will it make any difference?’ Well if we 
don’t make them, we will not have a voice, we have to keep 

pushing our ideas”

Guoda Lomanaite, Head of the Agency for International Youth 
Cooperation (Lithuanian National Agency)

Below is the final version of the compiled recommendations written by the participants of the 
4th Eastern partnership Youth Forum. It is envisaged that this Manifesto will be recognised as 
a contribution by young people towards ongoing talks cementing a joint vision for European 
Union and Eastern Partnership cooperation. The Manifesto contains the opinions of young 
people on critical thinking, media literacy and active participation, it is intended that it should 
inform the discussions of the Eastern Partnership High Level Summit in 2020.

4th EASTERN PARTNERSHIP YOUTH FORUM
MANIFESTO

18-19 June 2019
Vilnius, Lithuania

The 4th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum on ‘Critical thinking through media literacy and ac-
tive participation’, building on the experiences and outcomes of the previous forums (Kaunas 
2013, Riga 2015, Warsaw 2017) celebrates the 10th anniversary of the Eastern Partnership 
(EaP) and its role in strengthening the democratic values, processes and institutions in the 
Partner States. 

Thanks to a strong commitment to youth, the EaP has achieved significant results in devel-
oping youth policy, youth work and civil society whilst strengthening relations between the 
European Union and the six Eastern Partnership countries.

In the context of the EaP 20 Deliverables for 2020 and the EU Youth Strategy for 2019-2027, 
the Forum welcomes the fact that young people are high on the political agenda of both EU 
Member States and the Eastern Partners. Youth policy is transversal and horizontal by nature 
therefore the Forum underlines the importance of cooperation and good practice-sharing 
with other policy fields in order to strengthen the subject of youth on the political agenda.

Reflecting the growing challenges for young people and civil society in the EaP region and 
the need to strengthen their resilience and engagement in shaping the future of their coun-
tries. The Forum calls for a reaffirmed commitment to the strategic and ambitious post-2020 
Eastern Partnership policy agenda, recognising young people and youth organisations as key 
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stakeholders in the consultations, and building up representative structures for youth in EaP. 
Participants of the 4th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum call for:

• further progress towards visa liberalisation for the citizens of Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
the conclusion of the negotiations on the Visa Facilitation and Readmission Agreement 
between the EU and the Republic of Belarus, in view of the positive impact the visa-free 
travel regime with Ukraine, Georgia and the Republic of Moldova has, inter alia, on young 
people;

• the EU and the EaP governments as equal partners to develop a common strategy and 
common programmes focused on strengthening critical thinking among young people. 
These programmes should include exchange opportunities for both young people and 
youth workers, online platforms, tools for education institutions, and any other pertinent 
initiatives on local, national and international levels;

• the EaP governments together with civil society to develop long-term strategies and action 
plans towards the recognition of critical thinking as a competence. This recognition should 
be applied to curriculum in formal education and be complemented by youth work using 
the methods and principles of non-formal education;

• the EU and EaP governments to establish a common platform for cooperation, based on a 
model of ‘Citizens Agora’ (with a wide representation of stakeholders) to ensure dialogue 
between youth representatives and policy makers on topics related to critical thinking and 
young people’s participation in decision making processes;

• the EU to further open up programmes focusing on social entrepreneurship, such as the 
Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs Programme, to participants from all Eastern Partner 
countries;

• the EU and the EaP governments to ensure a more balanced access to funding and to 
dedicate specific funding for local youth work initiatives in order to support the sharing of 

values and best practices. The Forum also calls for additional support within international 
mobility projects to ensure impact at the local level by partner organisations;

• the EU to support peer-learning processes, exchange and capacity building programmes 
with EaP governments and relevant stakeholders in order to develop adequate legal 
frameworks and policies related to social entrepreneurship in EaP countries (legislation 
and policies, including but not limited to tax and procurement incentives, and financial 
sustainability, etc.);

• the EU to prioritise initiatives of long-term blended education on social entrepreneurship 
to help foster self-sustaining initiatives especially for young people (e.g. a peer learning 
process, incubators, accelerators, resource centres, and labs and hubs, etc.);

• the EU and the Council of Europe institutions to include media literacy in their funding 
programme priorities and establish a media literacy academy for EaP countries;

• the EaP Civil Society Forum to create a separate working group on youth instead of it being 
a part of the WG4 of the EaP Civil Society Forum;

• the EU to support EaP governments in fulfilling their commitment to adapt legal frameworks 
and introduce enforcement mechanisms to define, regulate and protect individuals against 
sextortion and other cyber-crimes and to adapt national strategies to counter hate speech 
and cyberbullying;

• the EU to support online measures within EaP countries that provide safe online counselling 
for young people and tools for educators on prevention, education, and victim support 
related to cyber-bullying, sextortion and hate speech;

• the EU and EaP governments to establish and financially support agencies for cyber security 
and work against misinformation in EaP countries;

• the EaP governments and local authorities to establish and support multifunctional youth 
centres in their respective EaP countries, with the aim of ensuring quality inclusive youth 
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projects;
• EU youth programmes to provide further simplification where possible, along with 

tools and activities for enhanced support for young people, especially those with fewer 
opportunities, to ensure their participation in all stages of international youth programmes 
(from project design to evaluation stages);

• the EU and EaP governments to form closer cooperation in youth policy development and 
implementation, notably through structured dialogue with a wide variety of stakeholders 
and the operation of contact points (focal points) at EU Delegations in the region to ensure 
a more inclusive and horizontal approach;

• the EU and implementing partners to increase transparency in the implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms of youth related projects and policy 
recommendations;

• the EaP governments and local authorities in EaP countries to assure youth participation 
and meaningful involvement of youth organisations in policy-making at all levels;

• the EU and EaP governments to protect the right to participation and provide adequate 
resources for capacity-building of youth and other civil society organisations in contributing 
to policy-making;

• the EU and EaP governments to assure greater recognition and validation of non-formal 
learning and its outcomes (e.g. Youthpass, volunteering, soft skills, international mobility) 
across all sectors, notably in formal education and employment.

“I’m satisfied with the recommendations from our workshop: 
From Bad News to Hopeful Future as a part of #EaP youth forum 

in Vilnius. Particularly with the proposal for a media literacy 
module to be implemented into Erasmus+ youth projects. Yes!”

Participant, Eastern Partnership Youth Forum 2019

Organising Bodies
The event was organised by the following bodies:

The following agencies, institutions and governmental bodies supported the Forum:

European Commission Agency of International Youth Co-operation – National 
Agency of Lithuania for the Erasmus+ Youth in Action 

programme and European Solidarity Corps

Lithuanian Youth Council Eastern Partnership Civil Society 
Forum

Romanian National Agency of the 
Erasmus+ Programme

Agency for International Programs 
for Youth of the Republic of Latvia

Fundacja Rozwoju Systemu Edukacji JUGEND für Europa (German 
National Agency)

SALTO Eastern Europe and 
Caucasus Resource Centre

SALTO Participation and 
Information Resource 

Centre

Finnish National Agency 
for Education

European Youth Forum

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Lithuania

Ministry of Social Security and Labour of the 
Republic of Lithuania
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APPENDIX C
Themes at Play

Learning Islands
Recognition of Non-Formal Learning with Open Badges
An island to learn more about the trends and challenges for the recognition of non-formal 
education and explore practical examples of how open badges are used for recognition across 
diverse sectors in EU and Eastern Partnership countries. 

Youth Policy Expert Corner
This provided a corner to raise awareness about the youth policy field. It covered current 
trends and approaches to youth policy development, implementation and monitoring. There 
was also an opportunity to consult with youth policy experts from EU institutions and national 
governments. 

Meet the Big Fish
A number of ‘big fish’ – stakeholders and important people from the European level – made 
themselves available for group discussions. It was an island for learning about various 
opportunities to cooperate, find resources and inspiration for future activities.

Eden for Trainers
This island offered the opportunity to discover the ‘Trainer’s Guild’. The Guild is a group of 
international level trainers. The Guild provides support for those working in the field of youth 
training. The island provided information on the opportunities for trainers from EU and Eastern 
Partnership countries to participate in this international community of trainers.

Cities of Learning: Where Every Learning Counts
This learning island invited participants to get inspiration, re-imagine learning and recognition 
for the 21st century. It shared the innovative ideas on the web platform for Cities of Learning. 
Participants had the opportunity to exchange ideas, realities and perspectives about Cities of 
Learning in European countries and beyond. There was also an opportunity to join the network 
of Cities and Regions of Learning in Europe.

Sense the Inclusion: Look in the Eyes of Your Fear
An opportunity to explore the concept of inclusion through project examples and life stories of 
different groups involved in mobility youth programmes. 
 
Understanding Hate Speech
An island where participants were invited to explore the notion of hate speech through concrete 
examples and become proficient in applying tools to counter hate speech and to create 
alternative narrative.

Explore Your Critical Thinking Map
Participants were invited to reflect on such questions as what is critical thinking, how and or 
when and where do we perform critical thinking, how can we learn critical thinking.

Functional Spaces
Fishing for Cooperation
This space offered project ideas for participants that could be potentially implemented together 
with other people taking part in the Forum. Participants could also express their need for partners, 
expertise or anything else.

Express Yourself!
Participants were invited to express themselves by leaving their thoughts, quotes, expectations 
and highlights on the Message Floor.

Business and Networking Corner
A space for gaining useful contacts and partnerships. Participants were invited to use Crowd 
Compass to make appointments with colleagues.

Library
A resource for exploring existing good practice, books and expert advice on youth work and youth 
policy. 

Info Stands
These stands were accessible through the Forum.

• EU4Youth – Employability and stability
• EU4Youth – Fostering potential for greater employability
• EU4Youth – Better skills for a better future
• EU4Youth – SAY YES – Skills for jobs
• EU4Youth – Coordination and Support Team
• EU4Youth – Erasmus+ Eastern Partnership Youth Window
• Eurodesk Lithuania
• Fostering youth participation across Europe! – SALTO Participation and Information Resource 

Centre
• Visegrad Fund
• The European Youth Forum for Youth Rights
• Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum
• EU NEIGHBOURS east
• ‘Young European Ambassadors’ initiative
• Erasmus+ Programme and Ukraine
• Youth@Work Strategic Partnership on Youth Employability and Entrepreneurship of Erasmus+ 

National Agencies
• College of Europe
• Eastern Partnership European School
• SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre 
• Erasmus+ Youth and European Solidarity Corps INFO CENTRES in Eastern Partnership countries
• Erasmus+ European Solidarity Corps

Useful links
• SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre - https://www.salto-youth.net/
• EU4Youth https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth
• Eastern Partnership 20 deliverables for 2020: Bringing tangible results for Citizens 

https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/20_deliverables_for_2020.pdf 
• EU Youth Strategy https://ec.europa.eu/youth/policy/youth-strategy_en

https://www.salto-youth.net/
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/20_deliverables_for_2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/youth/policy/youth-strategy_en
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APPENDIX D
Eastern Partnership Youth Forum Agenda

Monday 17th June

Check-in and registration of participants

19:00 Welcome on Board

20:00 Dinner and networking

21:00 Celebrating 10 years anniversary of Eastern Partnership

Tuesday 18th June

09.30 Opening Ceremony of the 4th Eastern Partnership Youth Forum
- Lina Sučilaitė, on behalf of Lithuanian President, adviser 
- Vassilis Maragos, Head of Unit, DG Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, European 

Commission 
- Eitvydas Bingelis, Vice minister of Social Security and Labour of the Republic of Lithuania 

11.00 Break

11.30 Snapshots of State of Play: Achievements and Challenges of the Eastern Partnership
- Audronė Perkauskienė, Head of Division Eastern Partnership, Regional Cooperation and OSCE, 

European Union External Action Service 
- Mariia Symonova, Expert on youth policies (Eastern Partnership region) and institutional co-

operation (EU-Ukraine), Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum 
- Andrij Pavlovych, Director, SALTO Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre
- Benjamin Gunther, Board member, European Youth Forum

13.30 Lunch

15.00 Inspirational Speeches 1
- Critical thinking as a skill to deal with propaganda and disinformation, Nana Rapava (Georgia), 

Director of the project “Media Literacy Youth Lab for Responsible Media Consumption”, Media 
Development Foundation.

- Media and information literacy - changing perspective, Evaldas Rupkus (Germany), Project 
manager, consultant, author and trainer in the fields of youth and media information literacy. 
Project manager and trainer at the DW Akademie Media development department in Asia and 
Europe.

- Digital youth work, Michele Di-Paola (Italy), Director of digital education activities at Spazio 
Giovani (Italy), trainer/expert in digital youth work and digital tools in non-formal education

15.45 Inspirational Speeches 2
- Inclusion of disadvantaged young people in EU programmes in Eastern Partnership region, 

Arsen Simonyan (Armenia), Regional Program Manager at Save the Children, youth program-
ming and policy expert.

- New forms of active participation and citizenship, Behrooz Motamed-Afshari (Austria), Senior 
Consultant and Trainer - Civil Society, Governance, Youth, Public Policy, Human Rights, Evalua-
tion, Aid Effectiveness, Team Leader under EU funded “Technical Assistance for Strengthening 
the Public Sector for Cooperation with Civil Society Organisations” project in Turkey.

- Influence of grassroots on policy making, Aušrinė Diržinskaitė (Lithuania), Coordinator of 
youth watchdogging network “Learn before you Vote”, expert on civic participation and youth 
involvement in politics.

16.30 Break

17.00

Thematic workshops: current state of play and trends
- Workshop 1:  

Accelerator for Youth Initiative and Social Entrepreneurship
- Workshop 2:  

At the Same Table: Youth Opening Up Power Structures
- Workshop 3:  

Policy-Making in the Context of the Eastern Partnership Youth Forum and Eastern Partnership 
Youth Policy

- Workshop 4:  
Minds Switched on: Empowering Critical Thinking and Policy Making

- Workshop 5:  
Resilient to Hate Speech, Cyber-Bullying and Sextortion

- Workshop 6:  
From Bad News to Hopeful Future

- Workshop 7:  
The Future of More Inclusive Youth Programmes in the Eastern Partnership Region

18.30 Closing of The Day

19.00 Dinner

20.00 Organised Free Time

Wednesday 19th June

09.00 Opening of The Day

09.30 Thematic Workshops: Vision of the Future

11.00 Break

11.30 Thematic Workshops: Development of the Recommendations

13.00 Lunch

14.30 Open Space for Ideas and Networking

15.45 Break and Gallery of Workshop Outcomes

16.30 Closing Plenary
Report back on recommendations

Official Closure of the Programme and Closing Remarks from Stakeholders
- Linas Linkevicius, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
- Arnoldas Pranckevicius, European Commission representation head in Lithuania 
- Graham Wilkie, Head of Unit responsible for International Cooperation, European Commis-

sion, DG EAC.

Evaluation

18.00 Creative Closing Ceremony – Drum Orchestra

19.30 Farewell Reception

Thursday 20th June

Departure of Participants
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