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May 2021

Newsletter of the 
EU4Youth Programme

THE NEWSLETTER IS FEATURING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

EU4Youth at a glance 

EU4Youth fosters the active participation of young people in society and their employability, by 
developing youth leadership and entrepreneurship through a variety of actions, including capacity 
building, fellowships, support to policy dialogue, as well as providing grants to organisations active 
in these areas.

The EU4Youth Programme consists of three components:

Component 1:    Capacity building – Eastern Partnership Youth Window – Erasmus+ projects

Component 2:    Grant scheme – Focus on disadvantaged youth and youth entrepreneurship

Component 3:    EU4Youth Coordination and Support

                            EU4Youth II – Youth Engagement Roadmaps

  EU4Youth Achievements Report 2020
 Highlights from the Eastern Partnership EU4Youth Days
 Series of round tables in Eastern partner countries comes to an end
 EaP youth policy developments 
 Key updates from the EU4Youth programme

https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-capacity-building-eastern-partnership-youth-window
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-grant-scheme-focus-disadvantaged-youth-and-youth
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-coordination-and-support
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-youth-engagement-roadmaps
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EU4Youth Achievements Report 2020

The EU4Youth programme is proud to present its 
second Achievements Report, which brings together 
an overview of the work performed under the EU4Youth 
programme in the period 2018-2020. 

2020 was a difficult year for all, with the COVID-19 
pandemic having a clear impact on the development 
of EU4Youth activities. Despite all the difficulties 
encountered, the report shows that the EU4Youth 
programme has been successful in changing the 
lives of young people in the Eastern Partnership 
region by helping and assisting them individually, but 
also in working on more systemic levels through policy 
dialogue with national authorities. 

The results of this work have been summarised in 
the top 5 key achievements of EU4Youth, which 
are presented in the document. The report also tells 
success stories from the region and reminds us that 
the impact of EU4Youth cannot be summed up in 
figures alone.

At the same time, it’s important not only to analyse the achievements, but also to look ahead to 
how the programme can best evolve, based on the results achieved. For this, the report presents a 
number of concrete recommendations on how the EU4Youth programme can further contribute to 
the strategic priorities for the next stages of the post-2020 EaP cooperation.

 Read about the work carried out by EU4Youth, its core achievements, inspiring 
success stories, and recommendations for the next phase of development of the 
EU4Youth programme.

Interested in getting a quick insight into the top 5 EU4Youth achievements until 
2020? 

 Watch the video to discover how EU4Youth empowered young people in the 
Eastern Partnerships region to gain new skills, find jobs and even create their 
own start-ups. 

https://www.euneighbours.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/EU4Youth_Achievements_Report_2020%5B3%5D.pdf
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/node/41553
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CAPACITY-BUILDING WORKSHOP ON 
EU4YOUTH MONITORING FOR GRANT PROJECTS

The monitoring workshop brought together 53 participants, who had the chance to 
discuss two common challenges: youth vulnerability and project agility. The sessions 
were held in an interactive manner, as grantees shared their experiences (positive & 
negative) and brainstormed on possible solutions.  

CAPACITY-BUILDING WORKSHOP ON 
EU4YOUTH COMMUNICATION FOR GRANT PROJECTS

This day provided an opportunity for 50 participants to discuss a wide range of questions 
related to the communication and visibility of EU4Youth projects. The participants 
discussed the new EU communication and visibility requirements, learned about data 
sources and methods of analysis of communication indicators, the power of social 
media, and more. 

During both days, experience-sharing was key to identifying best practices and supporting 
the implementation of EU4Youth projects.

DAY 1

DAY 2

Highlights from the Eastern Partnership EU4Youth Days 

The Eastern Partnership (EaP) EU4Youth Days took place on 22-26 March and marked the first 
opportunity in 2020 to promote the EU4Youth programme’s achievements, and to advance the 
strategic priorities of the New Deal for Youth.

The event provided a forum for more than 300 participants to share good practices and challenges 
in the field of youth in the EU and its Eastern Neighbourhood partner countries, to discuss key 
achievements of the EU4Youth programme, and to set priorities for future EU-EaP youth cooperation.

The EaP Youth Days consisted of five days, with a highlight – the EU4Youth event, which brought 
together all those interested in youth policy and EU support to youth in the EaP region to take part 
in the discussions.
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EU4YOUTH EVENT

The EU4Youth event was organised to celebrate the first EaP EU4Youth Days and opened 
its virtual doors to everyone interested in youth policy and EU support to youth in the 
Eastern Partnership region. Young leaders, national and European policy makers, and 
civil society representatives met online to debate the post-2020 EaP agenda with regard 
to youth employment, entrepreneurship and participation, to discuss the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the youth sector and set perspectives for EaP cooperation and 
EU youth policy priorities.

The EU4Youth programme, its main components and goals were presented to all 
participants.

 Watch the video to find about more about the EU4Youth programme, and 
how it is transforming the lives of young people in the region.

The event featured the EU4Youth 
Awards ceremony, at which the 
European Commission announced 
the winners of the EU4Youth Awards. 
Five EU4Youth projects won in 
different categories, rewarding their 
achievements in supporting young 
people in the Eastern Partnership 
region.  Fifteen individual 
EU4Youth Award winners were also 
announced – outstanding EU4Youth 
programme graduates, who, in 
spite of challenging circumstances, 
changed their own lives for the better and benefitted their communities with the support 
of EU4Youth. The 15 award winners were enrolled in the EY SkillUp Your Future programme, 
providing them with tailor-made individual counselling until December 2021, to further 
grow their skills.

In addition to the presence in a virtual conference room, the  EU4Youth Event and the 
ceremony were streamed live via Facebook, collecting 10,000 views.

If you missed the event, you can still access and watch the  official event opening, 
 discussions on youth work in times of the COVID-19 pandemic and the  EU4Youth 

Awards ceremony.

DAY 3

https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/node/41552
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/eu4youth-awards-reward-outstanding-young-project-graduates
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/eu4youth-awards-reward-outstanding-young-project-graduates
https://fb.watch/4s6IiyhuR_/
https://fb.watch/4qI4E7yL6Q/
https://fb.watch/4qMfwn0_Un/
https://fb.watch/4s6IiyhuR_/
https://fb.watch/4s6IiyhuR_/
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DAY4

DAY 5

EASTERN PARTNERSHIP BAZAAR

The Bazaar gathered participants in a virtual space for a live discussion of the good 
practices generated by the EU4Youth Programme beneficiaries. The range of topics 
included entrepreneurial skills development, cooperation with educational institutions, 
youth clubs and soft skills, EU-Council of Europe youth partnership, advocacy, vulnerable 
youth, green entrepreneurship, and many more. The full list of topics and presentations 

 can be found on the website of the EaP Youth Days. 

On the same day, a panel discussion on recognition, validation and certification of non-
formal and informal learning took place. This panel discussion brought together key 
actors in the European non-formal and informal learning landscape, who discussed the 
existing tools and frameworks of recognition, validation and certification of non-formal 
and informal learning, exchanged good practices, and shared possibilities of developing 
national tools in the EaP region, based on European experience.

EU4YOUTH STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The Steering Committee meetings of two EU4Youth Component II projects took place to 
discuss the achievements and priorities ahead, closing the week-long EaP EU4Youth Days.

https://www.eu4youthdays.eu/eap-bazaar
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Series of round tables in Eastern partner countries comes to an end   

The series of EU4Youth round tables on ‘Strengthening young people’s employment, 
entrepreneurship and participation’, launched in the Eastern partner countries in 2020, has come 
to an end. The final two events in the series took place on 15-17 March in Azerbaijan and 13-15 April 
in Armenia.

Like the round tables in the four other countries, the three-day meetings in Azerbaijan and Armenia 
were organised in partnership with local EU Delegations, with the purpose of advancing strategic 
priorities under the EU’s New Deal for Youth.

The round table in Azerbaijan

The meeting discussed the main obstacles and opportunities for youth employment, participation 
and entrepreneurship in Azerbaijan, and drew some main conclusions.

The participants agreed that the legal and institutional scope of youth work in Azerbaijan should 
be as inclusive as possible, and should aim at engaging more young people from remote areas. 
Participants noted as key factors impacting youth unemployment the cooperation between 
the public, private and non-governmental sector, provision of special skills, support to youth 
entrepreneurship, promotion of the green economy and digitalisation.

At the same time, the round table participants agreed that the projects developed by the State 
Employment Agency in cooperation with international organisations and the EU Youth Guarantee 
programme could be beneficial for young people in Azerbaijan struggling to find a job due to lack 
of skills and experience. Targeted young people therefore need to be better informed about these 
opportunities.

Last but not least, support to social entrepreneurship in the country was highlighted at the round table. 
There is a clear and operational support mechanism for social entrepreneurship on the national level, 
and a lot of work has been done in the field of youth social entrepreneurship by the non-government 
sector in recent years. However, the absence of a separate legal framework is an obstacle to the 
process. Finally, the experts stressed that young people need to be trained as social entrepreneurs 
from an early age: the sooner young people gain the attitude and mindset of a social entrepreneur, 
the more they will contribute to building sustainable communities.
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The round table in Armenia

The round table was organised during a very important moment for the country, as the development 
of the new strategy for youth policy is under way. The strategy will specifically target youth 
participation structures and mechanisms, and will provide the opportunity to reflect about a new 
structure of systematic and regular participation (this might be a moment to either revive the youth 
council or to create another umbrella organisation).

Participants also had two opportunities for cross-learning between EaP countries: Ukraine shared 
its experience on the development of the youth law, and Moldova shared its experience on creating a  
legal framework for the recognition of social entrepreneurship.

Finally, three virtual visits to youth social enterprises in three Armenian cities took place. This 
provided a chance to get a real feeling of what the enterprises do by seeing them in action as well as 
the young people they employ.

EaP youth policy developments

Ukraine

After several years of debate and consultations with 
different stakeholders engaged in the field of youth 
in Ukraine, the Draft Law on Youth of Ukraine was 
adopted by the Parliament on 27 April 2021, with 
the support of 321 parliamentarians. The newly 
adopted legislative act defines the goals, objectives, 
basic principles, directions and mechanisms for 
youth policy implementation in Ukraine. Moreover, 
it provides guarantees for youth participation in the 
development and implementation of the Law itself, 
and offers an organisational and legal framework for 
the establishment and work of youth and children’s 
non-governmental organisations.

The EU4Youth – Youth Engagement Roadmaps project delivered expert assistance to the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports of Ukraine in the final stages of preparation and organisation of debates around 
the Draft Law on Youth. The project deployed a team of international and local experts who examined 
the Draft and provided their recommendations in order to further align different provisions of the 
legislative act with local needs and international standards in the field of youth. Recommendations 
produced by the experts were discussed in detail by the Parliamentary Committee on Youth and 
Sports of the Parliament of Ukraine prior to the vote on Draft Law.
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Key updates from the EU4Youth programme

EU4Youth Alumni Network

In March, a series of national mid-term meetings took place with the participation of Alumni in 
all six Eastern partner countries. The sessions allowed Alumni to share their initiatives with their 
national teams, receive feedback from the EU4Youth Coordination and Support team, and acquire 
information on the next steps. 

March and April saw a substantial increase in the number of activities carried out by the Alumni. A 
total of 60 Alumni are currently running 40 initiatives, with 564 beneficiaries engaged. The main 
actions include educational (online and offline) activities with beneficiaries, community actions 
(offline), actions based on self-organisation for and among the beneficiaries, and digital initiatives 
and campaigns. In total, 140 activities are performed by the Alumni. 

Alumni organise their activities around several topics, including:

 Soft skills for beneficiaries

 Gender equality/equity

 Environment

 Entrepreneurship and employability

 Support networks for target groups

 Language learning

 Human Rights Education

 Sports

 Find out more about 
the EU4Youth Alumni Network

https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-alumni-network 
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-alumni-network 
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News from EU4Youth grant projects

Youth social entrepreneurship

Improving the legal framework is critical if social 
entrepreneurship is to develop its full potential 
in Moldova and Ukraine. This is one of the main 
conclusions from the international conference on 
‘Best legal practices and support programmes 
for social entrepreneurs in Moldova and Ukraine’, 
organised by the EU4Youth EUnlocking project.

  Read more

The ‘Enterprising for Tomorrow’ conference, 
organised by the EU4Youth project ‘Social 
Innovation Impact – A Strategic Partnership’, 
provided a dialogue platform for policymakers 
from Moldova, Ukraine, Romania, the EU as well as 
international experts involved in the development of 
social entrepreneurship.

  Read more

Skills, jobs and business: EU4Youth Employability 
and Stability project highlights impact in Armenia, 
Belarus and Ukraine during online closing conference 
on 28 April. 

  Read more

EU4Youth SEED project launches Rural Innovation 
Knowledge Hub in Georgia. 

  Read more

EU4Youth: Say Yes – Skills for Jobs project 
hosted an exhibition on youth employment and 
entrepreneurship at the Tbilisi Botanical Garden on 
22 April.

  Read more

https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-unlocking-potential-young-social-entrepreneurs-moldova-and
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-unlocking-potential-young-social-entrepreneurs-moldova-and
 https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/law-support-and-development-eu4youth-hosts-international-conference-social
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-social-innovation-impact-strategic-partnership
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-social-innovation-impact-strategic-partnership
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/eu4youth-brings-together-hundreds-social-entrepreneurship-partners-moldova
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-employability-and-stability-armenia-belarus-and-ukraine
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-employability-and-stability-armenia-belarus-and-ukraine
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/skills-jobs-and-business-eu4youth-employability-and-stability-project
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-social-entrepreneurship-ecosystem-development-seed-programme
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/georgia-eu4youth-launches-rural-innovation-knowledge-hub-gori
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/projects/eu4youth-say-yes-skills-jobs
https://euneighbours.eu/en/east/stay-informed/news/youth-employment-and-entrepreneurship-exhibition-tbilisi

